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TURNING OVER  A NEW LEAF

LESSER CONSUMPTION

It doesn’t seem so long ago that talk of ‘saving the planet’ was an idea associated with a minority of people whose beliefs in using fewer resources and creating less waste were seen as somewhat extreme and unnecessary. In recent years, even the most sceptical consumer will have come around to the idea that much of this ‘green thinking’ is important on a number of levels.

Government policies at the macro level have already begun to make an impact. Importantly though, there has been a growing realisation that much can be done on a micro level too, beginning with individual consumers and the simple lifestyle changes that they can make inside their own homes.

The French architect Le Corbusier once described the home by saying that “the building is a machine for living in.” In that context, it could be argued that the real engine room is the kitchen, the part of the home that has always been an important space where a number of tasks are performed which can make a difference in every household. It’s not just about the major investments such as buying energy-efficient appliances; understanding the environmental and energy cost of poor maintenance of your existing equipment is also a significant factor in achieving a green kitchen.

Contemporary consumers are increasingly aware that price and appearance can no longer be the sole criteria for decisions regarding the purchase of a household appliance; appliance's impact on the environment should also be considered as a key aspect. Every household consumes a lot of power to provide a good and comfortable life. Electricity powers the appliances that enable such life. These appliances allow us to prepare and store food, provide heating and air conditioning, provide water of just the right temperature, etc. Such way of life results in a major share of indirect greenhouse gas emissions from households. One way to reduce this share is to purchase energy-efficient and technologically perfected appliances, such as the ones manufactured by Gorenje – a company ranked among the best manufacturers of modern appliances for the home.

LET THE DISHWASHER DO THE DISHES

When you go to buy a dishwasher, consider the number of people who live in the home, calculate the capacity and use it accordingly. Although you may occasionally have more people around to visit, it is less efficient to have a large capacity dishwasher when most of this capacity is not utilised on a day-to-day basis.

It’s vital to look closely at the energy rating. The higher the rating, the less energy it will consume. The energy savings can be maximised by operating the dishwasher during the night when electricity can be cheaper. Most of Gorenje models have a delayed start option, allowing you to set the start of a particular programme up to 19 hours in advance.

Rinsing the dishes before putting them in the dishwasher usually makes it possible to run the machine on a lower setting than for heavily soiled dishes. In any case, for lightly soiled dishes, programmes such as Gorenje’s SpeedWash automatically adjust the temperature and water level, thereby ensuring optimal cleaning and drying in the shortest possible time.

It is also important to regularly clean the filters to avoid obstructions that will reduce the performance of the dishwasher.

LARGE, YET MORE ECONOMICAL

A bigger refrigeration volume does not necessarily translate into a bigger electricity bill. In addition to excellent heat insulation, Gorenje fridges and freezers also feature improved door sealing, as well as state-of-the-art cooling system components and refrigeration electronics, all of which are designed to minimise energy consumption. Choosing one of Gorenje’s highly energy efficient cooling appliances with energy performance rating A+ or A can bring you energy savings of up to 25%.

Appliances which are 15 or more years old, consume up to three times more energy than new ones – well worth remembering when considering whether to repair or replace.

Simple measures to reduce the energy consumption of a fridge/freezer include allowing some time for cooked food to cool before putting it into the appliance. Similarly, keeping the frequency and time that the door of the appliance is open to a minimum can make a considerable difference to energy consumption.

Finally, for older refrigerators or freezers, the door seal should be checked periodically. A simple test is to place a sheet of paper in the opening and then close the door. If the paper can be easily removed without opening the door then the seal should probably be replaced – or if the appliance is old, it may be more energy efficient still to replace it altogether.

As well as higher energy efficiency rating, new appliances often have a range of features designed to make the appliance perform better whilst using less power. For example, some Gorenje integrated refrigerators include a special hinge design that ensures a perfect integration of built-in fridges and freezers into the cabinets. By virtue of its extraordinary sturdiness it allows for a high load to be placed on the appliance door, and also enables the door to open at a wide angle of up to 115 degrees. This makes it easier for you to check and access the contents as the door remains firmly in place during this time.

Crucially though, should you fail to close the appliance door all the way or leave it open at an angle of up to 45 degrees, the hinge will automatically pull the door shut, while some models will warn you of the open doors by emitting an audible signal.

WASHING AT LOWER TEMPERATURE

Much has changed in the washing sector during the last few years. The traditional view was that it was not possible to get good cleaning results with anything other than a high temperature wash. Washing machine and washing liquid technology has developed significantly however and good results are achievable on 30 degree temperature settings, representing a significant saving in energy costs.

Washing only with a full load – or at least if not, using a half-load setting – will also minimise energy waste. Similarly, much can be saved by selecting shorter washing programs or delayed start of the washing program in order to run the washing machine during lower power rate hours. 

Gorenje washing machines also excel with a special eco-saving system that prevents the loss of detergent during the inflow of water. This system can cut the detergent consumption by up to 20 percent, thus contributing to more efficient environment protection.

COOKING ECONOMICALLYAND QUICKLY

Despite the long-standing love affair that consumers have had with cooking on gas, induction cooking really is a strong alternative. The key advantages of induction hobs lie in their speed - twice as fast as using conventional gas cookers - economy of use, and safety. The Powerboost feature on Gorenje induction hobs further enhances the performance of the induction cooker, delivering additional time savings. You can easily activate the Powerboost option by simply touching the letter P on the control panel. The key feature of induction hobs is that only the content of the pot is heated, rather than the cooking hob itself. Hence, the hob remains more or less cool and thus safer to touch.

Once the pot has been removed from the burner or the burner has been switched off, the temperature of the hob surface drops rapidly. Due to this instant responsiveness of the induction zone there is no danger of the pot contents boiling over, which also spares you the inconvenience of extra cleaning.

For the oven itself, minimising wasted heat and maximising safety are both big priorities. Gorenje ovens are fitted with safe and energy efficient CoolDoors, and more sophisticated models feature triple-glazed, heat reflective UltraCoolDoors. Superior door insulation in conjunction with special reflective glass layers improves oven performance, and ensures significantly lower energy consumption. A low exterior door temperature keeps you safe from burns when touching the oven door.

Some Gorenje ovens feature a special EcoClean enamel coating, which is so smooth and impermeable that heat is reflected into the centre of the cavity rather than absorbed into the panels and trays. This innovative solution produces an even distribution of heat inside the oven, which delivers significant energy savings and outstanding cooking results.

In addition, the non-stick EcoClean enamel coating prevents fat from adhering to the panels of the oven or the tray, which in turn makes cleaning much easier. Some models additionally feature the highly convenient AquaClean option. Just pour half a litre of tap water into a baking tray, place it into the cavity and select the Aqua-Clean option. The steam generated by the auto-heat programme (50°C) acts to soften the dirt on the oven walls. After approximately half an hour simply wipe down the oven with a soft cloth. Not only is the cleaning result impressive, but it’s achieved without the use of any environmentally-harmful cleaners or chemicals.  

WATER EFFICIENCY

Much of the water that leaves the household as waste is, in fact, very clean. A running tap can waste 17 litres a minute so water that is used to wash food or rinse dishes for example can be kept to a minimum. Instead of washing food under a running tap, filling half a bowl of water will enable the job to be done with potentially around half the wasted water. Such water can also be reused outside of the home – for watering the garden for example.

Of course, there are lots of other little things we can do – such as reuse our shopping bags, commit to recycling much of the waste (especially packaging, glass and plastic) that used to end up in landfill, and replacing light bulbs with low energy bulbs or LED lighting which uses less electricity. By making an effort to change some of our usual lifestyle habits, we can all take practical steps to ensure our kitchen is as green as possible.

· Switch on the dishwasher during the reduced rate periods. Most models offer delayed start function.

· Virtually all Gorenje appliances boast the top energy efficiency ratings A, A+, and A++; the rating for each appliance is indicated on the energy label.

· By setting the spinning speed to 1,600 revolutions per minute instead of 1,000, up to 30 percent of power used for drying can be saved.

· Gorenje’s power- and water-saving appliances carry a special ECO CARE green label that is designed as an additional attention-grabber for those appliances that meet high eco standards.

OUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Investing in environment-friendly technologies – even more that required by the legislation – is a token of responsibility both to our environment and to the generations to come. With regard to environment protection, Gorenje is at the top of European industry in terms of both appliance development and technological procedure management. Today, the quality of living is closely related to care for the environment. While complying with the most stringent environment protection standards (ISO 14001 and EMAS), Gorenje is responsibly developing environment-friendly technologies and processes. By offering products made of environment-friendly materials and by inclusion of functions that deliver considerable power and water savings throughout the appliance’s useful life, we are joining the common effort to preserve the environment for the generations to come.

AWARDS IN THE FIELD OF ECOLOGY

2008 - Nominee for the Ecology-oriented company, Slovenia  
2007 - Award for environment friendly company, Slovenia  
2007 - EcoTopTen Award for table top refrigerators of energy class A++, Germany  
2007 - Winner of the Czech User Test for cooking appliances Mora, regarding he consumption of energy, price, usefulness and design, the Czech Republic  
2006 - Waterwise Award for efficient use of water, for Gorenje Premium Touch washing machine, United Kingdom  
2006 – TESAW – Top Energy Saver Award, for the new generation of evacuation tumble dryers, Australia  
2006 - Award for International environmental partnership. Slovenia - Serbia  
2006 – Ranked 3rd in the Advance Project's "Relative Return to Cost Ratio Ranking", measuring the efficiency with which EU companies use natural resources  
2005 - EMAS award in the category of big companies, EU  
2004 – Ecological Product of the Year - new generation of washing machines and tumble dryers, Slovenia  
2005 – European Environmental Award for sustainable development, European Union  
2003 - Award for The Best Environmental Company, Slovenia  
2002 - Award for the most energy efficient company in Slovenia with a special award to the energy manager, Slovenia  
2001 - Award for the Best Environmental Company, Slovenia  
1999 – Ecological Product of the Year - new generation of cookers, Slovenia  
1997 – Ecological Product of the Year - Simple&Logical washing machine, Slovenia

Eco - friendly appliances for a better tomorrow. ECO CARE Gorenje.
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